KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

AT THE LAUNCH OF DEMAND SIDE MANAGEMENT 
 WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA

29 OCTOBER 2007
His Worship the Mayor of the City of Windhoek, Councillor Mathew Shikongo

The Chief Executive Officer of the Electricity Control Board, Mr Siseho Simasiku

The Managing Director of NamPower, Mr Paulinus Shilamba

The Managing Directors of RED

Members of the Media,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
All protocol observed,

It is indeed a distinct pleasure to be here this morning to officiate at this very important event in the history of Namibia.  This event is testimony of the collective efforts of all the entities that are mandated to ensure electricity supply to Namibia. 

My Ministry recognises the pivotal role of electricity as a catalyst for socio-economic development and by extension the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals as encapsulated in our Vision 2030. The success of most, if not all, projects which are aimed at the realisation of the objectives of Vision 2030, is dependent on secure, reliable and affordable electricity. The Government had recently demonstrated its commitment to the development of electricity infrastructure by allocating N$1 billion to NamPower.     

The fact that actual power generation reserve capacity in the region is currently lower than the peak demand for electricity sounds like a broken record now. This fact has been the prominent theme at many forums discussing the status of electricity supply at both regional and local level. 
The implementation of Demand Side Management (DSM) has been very slow at the regional level. This could be attributed to the surplus cost effective capacity that the region had been enjoying. I want to caution that the era of surplus supply capacity is unlikely to return to the region. The regional political stability has attracted Foreign Direct Investment initiatives to the region and by extension electricity intensive economic and industrial activities beckoning us to take a serious look at our supply capacity. 

It is pleasing to note that a number of projects had been initiated by NamPower and other stakeholders in the form of Independent Power Producers to address the imminent power shortage.  These short, medium and long term projects have different time lines and huge capital outlay, and therefore call for proper evaluation if we want them to be sustainable.  

While NamPower, together with MME and the ECB, are continuously investigating new generation supply options such as 4th Unit at Ruacana, Independent Power Producers (IPP) at the Coast, Orange River Hydro, Kudu P/S, Baynes Hydro and thermal Power Station at the Coast we should not loose focus of the immediate pressing need to implement Demand Side Management measures.

 What we are witnessing today is the official launch of Demand Side Management Project commencing with the free distribution of Compact Fluorescent light bulbs which is a joint initiative of MME, Electricity Control Board and NamPower. The time has come where we are expected to stop talking and ACT in order to ensure continuous electricity supply to Namibia. 
I have noted with interest NamPower’s innovative Demand Side Management Strategies that have been implemented in the recent months. It is through these measures that NamPower managed to handle the recent crisis which was caused by heavy weather conditions in South Africa with relative ease. I want to thank all power users for the support they have rendered NamPower during that time. You must continue with your support to minimise the impact of power shortage on our economy.  
The success of this initiative depends on the usual willingness and commitment of Namibians to collectively tackle national issues as we did in the past.
It is my singular honour and privilege to declare the Demand Side Management (DSM) initiative officially launched.  

I THANK YOU. 
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