SPEECH BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK

HIS WORSHIP MATHEW SHIKONGO

AT THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE DEMAND SIDE MANAGEMENT PROJECT

29 October 2007

Director of Ceremonies;

Honourable Minister of Mines & Energy, Hon Erkki Nghimtina;

The Chief Executive Officer of the ECB, Mr Siseho Simasiku;

The Managing Director of NamPower, Mr Paulinus Shilamba;

The Managing Directors of the REDs;

CEOs and Town Clerks of Local Authorities;

Distinguished Guests;

Members of the Media; 

Ladies and Gentlemen...
A warm welcome to all the colleagues who travelled from different destinations to be here this morning for the launch of this very important project.
The City of Windhoek is greatly honoured to host the launch of the Demand Side Management Initiatives and particularly to take the lead in kick-starting the CFL Project. Given that our total demand is higher than any other town in the country, it probably makes sense that the Project is launched in Windhoek.
During this year the City of Windhoek recorded the highest demand of 147MW representing 33 percent of the country’s total maximum demand of 449MW. This high demand is attributed to the ever growing electricity intensive economic activities in the City and the rapid urbanisation. As the main hub of socioeconomic activities people are flocking to Windhoek from the rural areas in search of employment opportunities, entertainment and the perceived better urban lifestyles. This phenomenon put major strain on the resources of the City particularly water and electricity. These two basic resources have become an integral part of our daily lives so much so that life without them is unimaginable. At this juncture it is worth stating that the supply of water is dependent on the availability of reliable electricity supply. Thus wasting water is increasing the consumption of electricity. The opposite is also true. A large quantity of water is used in most generation facilities for cooling down equipment and cleaning.
The shortage of power supply in the region and by extension Namibia does however not mean that economic activities should slow down or come to a standstill. While the utilities in the region are working hard to ensure the continued supply of electricity, is it incumbent on us to adopt a culture of saving.

I challenge all Namibians to make their contribution to the demand side management initiative by using electricity sparingly. Let us implement energy saving measures, let us switch off non essential electrical equipment when we are not using them – air conditioners, geysers, and swimming pool pumps in order to reduce the demand and save electricity.
In conclusion I once more urge all of us to adopt a culture saving. Before I leave the podium I take this opportunity to introduce and invite the Honourable Minister of Mines & Energy, Comrade, Erkki Nghimtina to bless the occasion with the keynote address.

Thank you.
