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Honourable Minister of Mines and Energy, Mr Erkki Nghimtina

Your Worship The Mayor of Windhoek, Mr Mathew Shikongo

The CEO of the Electricity Control Board, Mr Siseho Simasiku

Ladies and Gentlemen

Distinguished Members of the Media
I would like to thank the ECB for initiating and commissioning the study which confirmed and quantified the impact of Demand Side Management (DSM) options which can be implemented in the interim to ensure reliable power supply to Namibia. The benefits of these measures will also be enjoyed by our trading allies in the region. 

Namibia and the rest of Southern Africa face uncertain electricity supply conditions, particularly during peak demand times. This will continue for the next two to three years because we will only be in the position to address the situation once our planned generation and transmission projects have been realized. 
At NamPower we took these options seriously and some of the measures are being implemented. These include Time of Use Electricity Tariffs, Demand Market Participation, Consumer Education and Awareness Campaign and the Dissemination of Compact Fluorescent Bulbs.   
With regard to Time of Use tariffs, most of our bigger customers are already making use of this measure and they benefit by shifting their activities to off-peak time zones. Through Demand Market Participation we have signed contracts with some of our consumers and they can be called to reduce their demand within 30 minutes in emergency situations. 

Because we have an obligation to inform and educate consumers about the efficient use of electricity, our Consumer Education and Awareness Campaign will continue beyond the current power predicament. 

We all know that the use of lights in the early evening hours coincide with the Namibian electricity peak period. During this period energy costs are at the highest, hence the need to preserve energy or to shift our use to other times of the day. As a result today we are witnessing the launch of the Dissemination of Compact Fluorescent Bulbs. The dissemination of these bulbs is aimed at reducing the electricity demand in Namibia from 12 to 20 MW. Because of this saving we call on all stakeholders in the electricity supply industry (ESI) to get involved and ensure the success of this project.  A number of private business initiatives are promoting the use of these popular products.

Beside the CFL and the other energy projects mentioned above, we are also considering introducing other measures to minimise the use of electricity in the country. These include the replacement of electric water heaters with solar water heaters, the expansion of Ripple Control Systems and to conduct Energy Audits in the commercial and industrial sectors.

Ripple Control is a system used to disconnect domestic geysers from remote locations using ripple relays. This switching-off can be undertaken without inconveniencing consumers. At the moment only Windhoek and Walvis Bay have this facility and plans are underway to extend this to most large towns in Namibia.

Energy Audits are used to assess and provide guidance with regard to the most efficient cost effective utilisation of energy. Many commercial electricity consumers are not fully aware of the benefits that energy audits can deliver.

These DSM initiatives offer opportunities to NamPower and the Regional Electricity Distributor Companies (REDs) to effectively manage the supply and demand of electricity, thereby fulfilling their respective demand contracts, manage short and long term network constraints in a cost effective manner and limit customer exposure to rapidly increasing electricity prices. 

DSM holds benefits not only to the consumer but also for NamPower and the REDs. The free capacity created by the introduction of these initiatives can be used for new customers. These initiatives can also help NamPower to defer valuable resources to other projects or to save for a needy day.

We must not only use the energy that we have more efficiently, but must also look into utilising new sources of energy. The availability of renewable energy is vital for the wellbeing of the electricity sector in Namibia. NamPower therefore recently established a Renewable Energy section. This section is still in its infancy stage but is already working with the relevant authorities looking into alternative means of generating electricity. 

For now, let us all adopt a culture of saving and make sure that we utilise this scarce resource efficiently and optimally. 

I thank you
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