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STATEMENT BY MR PAULINUS SHILAMBA, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF NAMPOWER, AT THE OCCASSION OF THE HANDING OVER OF BURSARIES TO STUDENTS, 13 JANUARY 2012, NAMPOWER CONVENTION CENTRE


Director of Ceremonies;
Parents of NamPower Bursary recipients;
Prospective students;
Members of the Media;
Colleagues;
Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like to extend a hearty welcome to you all and thank you most sincerely for joining us at one of NamPower’s important events on our annual calendar – the Handing over of Bursaries to young, aspiring Namibian students who have a crucial role to play in shaping the future of Namibia’s economic development and thereby contributing significantly to the noble goals of  our  NDP  and Vision 2030.

A special welcome goes to the recipients of NamPower bursaries and their families who have travelled far distances to be at this important occasion and of course to the media who have taken time out to join us and cover the event.   A big thank you and may I take this opportunity to wish you all a new year filled with good health, wealth and happiness.  


We are usually at this occasion, joined by officials from the Ministry of Education, but unfortunately the Permanent Secretary, Mr Alfred Ilukena, could not make it here today due to other equally important commitments, and has therefore  tendered his apologies. 

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The NamPower Bursary Scheme has been in existence for 13 years now and more than N$1 million is invested annually in granting bursaries to new students.  The scheme supports students studying in the fields of Engineering, Information Technology, Environmental Science, Accounting, Education (mathematics and science), and Law.

A total of fourteen students will be receiving bursaries this morning.  Twelve under-graduate bursaries have been awarded, of which six are women and five males from previously disadvantaged groups, and one male recipient from the racially advantaged group.

It is worth mentioning that in keeping with its commitment to corporate social investment, Nampower supports Namibian students living with disabilities. One female and two males in this group were allocated bursaries this year. Two of the students will be pursuing undergraduate studies in Accounting, while one will be pursuing undergraduate studies in Law.

In addition to the twelve under-graduate bursaries allocated, two post-graduate bursaries have been awarded – one Master of Science Degree in Environmental Science and another Master of Science Degree in Electrical/Electronic Engineering.  Both recipients are racially disadvantaged females.

More than one thousand three hundred bursary applications were received from across all regions in the country for the 2012 intake.  I should add that the selection process was a vigorous one which took into account various factors such as: academic performance, knowledge of the specific field of study, financial need, the educational circumstances of the applicants as well as the minimum entry requirements for admission to tertiary institutions.  The Bursary Committee conducted selection interviews with short-listed candidates, and made the necessary recommendations. All fourteen students selected displayed outstanding Grade 12 results, good results from psychometric assessments conducted, and have the drive and passion to succeed in their chosen field of study  

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen

As you are aware, our mandate as NamPower is to supply reliable electricity to the Namibian nation. Given the ever increasing demand for electricity, this requires the implementation of new power supply projects in order to meet the demand. This, of course, requires huge financial investments. 

NamPower concluded and commissioned three large scale power supply projects, namely the Hwange rehabilitation project, the Caprivi Link Interconnector and Phase One of the West Coast Development Programme all to the total value of N$4.2 billion. 

More recently, on 03 November last year, the 22.5 MW ANIXAS peaking Diesel Power Station was officially commissioned by His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba at Walvis Bay,  The power station has been dispatching electricity into the Namibian grid since July last year to assist in serving peak power requirements.

The Tsumkwe Renewable Energy Project, one of the largest state-of-the-art 200 kW solar diesel hybrid systems in Africa will officially be inaugurated together with our project partners (The European Union, The Desert Research Foundation of Namibia and the Otjozondjupa Regional Council) on 25 January this year. Businesses and some 700 residents at Tsumkwe now have access to modern energy services. 

Namibia’s main source of power generation, the Ruacana Hydropower Station, will be boosted with the installation of a 4th Unit generator, and when commissioned a little later in this year, an additional 92 MW will be added to the current installed capacity of 249 MW.  

NamPower will continue to consult and engage all its stakeholders for support and cooperation, especially with the application of energy savings and other demand side management strategies.

Many other projects are also in the pipeline, and it is our resolve and firm commitment to ensure that all these capital projects are implemented to their logical conclusion.  To do so however, NamPower will require N$17.5 billion as part of its capital investment programme over the next four to five years.

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Despite the challenges of making these huge investments to ensure sustainable power supply, NamPower as a responsible corporate citizen – and as is witnessed this morning - continues to invest significantly in the Namibian society by supporting numerous social projects, including the following:

1) NamPower is the current sole sponsor of the Namibia National Science Fair which attracts science and technology projects from learners from all regions in the country annually;
2) NamPower gives financial and material support regularly to various initiatives and projects in the areas of education, sports, the environment, and social upliftment through its Sponsorship Committee;
3) NamPower donates Information and Communication Technology equipment to schools countrywide annually;
4) NamPower established the NamPower Foundation through which it supports projects aimed at community development and social upliftment;
5) NamPower currently supports more than a hundred students at tertiary institutions in Namibia and the SADC region pursuing their studies in various fields;
6) NamPower has supported Paulus “the Hitman” Moses since early 2000, until he became a professional boxer;


7) NamPower identified Disability Sport Namibia, the umbrella body mandated to administer all sports for people with disabilities in the country as a new and additional beneficiary for sport sponsorship.  At an Award Ceremony held at the end of October in Windhoek last year, NamPower committed an amount of N$600,000 to Disability Sport Namibia.  

NamPower has followed with keen interest the progress of Disability Sport Namibia and we have noticed that there has been consistency in performance at international level. Six of the athletes have qualified for the 2012 Olympic Games to be held in London and NamPower’s financial support will go a long way towards the preparations of these athletes. 

I am sure that you will agree with me in saying that indeed NamPower is proud to have an established footprint in the social investment sphere in the country. 

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Education and skills development is important for economic growth. It is key to the future sustainability of power supply in the country and therefore to the realisation of Vision 2030. Education therefore ranks very high on NamPower’s social responsibility agenda. 

Today, despite enormous power supply challenges under which NamPower is expected to spent tens of billions of dollars in power generation and transmission infrastructure to sustain the supply of electricity to the national economy, we at NamPower wish to reconfirm our commitment to the annual NamPower Bursary Scheme.







Director of Ceremony, Ladies and Gentlemen

The NamPower Bursary Scheme continues to create real opportunities for young Namibians to access higher education. Many NamPower sponsored students have completed their studies in the past and have taken up prominent professional and leadership positions within NamPower and in other sectors of the Namibian economy.

The year 2012 and beyond heralds an exciting and challenging chapter in the lives of  the new students in our midst this morning.  You have all demonstrated that you have the potential to excel beyond expectations in your chosen field of study and can one day upon completion of your studies, be counted among the best professionals in the country.  Remember, today’s graduates are our country’s future leaders.
 
I would therefore like to encourage you to study hard and to embrace this rare opportunity so that you can achieve your true potential and make a real difference in shaping and strengthening Namibia’s economy. 

On our part, NamPower will continue with its commitment to create an enabling environment and the necessary support structures through this bursary scheme. We have done our part, and it is now up to you to dedicate and use your time wisely and constructively towards successful completion of your studies.  You owe it to yourself, our country, your families and NamPower.

I wish you strong resolve and determination to succeed and will personally follow up on your progress, having no doubt in my mind that I will be suitably impressed.

Good Luck!

I thank you.
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